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Minutes of the meeting of the Service & Amenities Committee held in the Council Chamber, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, Co Durham on Monday, 9th September 2019. 
 
Present: Councillor D Reynolds in the Chair 

Councillors A Walker, J Graham, J G Huntington, L Cockfield, S Townsend, 
 R A Anderson, L Deakin, D L Mather, H M Hanratty and P Quinn. 

 
SA 32/19 Apologies for Absence 
 
  Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors S Quinn, A 
Farlow, K Ambrosini and D Childs. 

   
SA 33/19 Declarations of Interest 
 
  There were no declarations of interest. 
  
SA 34/19 Civic Hall Performance 
  
  The Town Clerk advised Members of the trading position for the month of August.  
It was reported that both bar and food sales failed to achieve budget, however, running costs 
were below budget resulting in a net overspend for the month of £1.5k. 
 
  For the year to date bar sales were £1k below budget and food sales were £3k 
above budget resulting in an overall net financial performance £5k better than budget. 
   
  Recommended that the report be received. 
 
SA 35/19 Civic Hall Managers Report  
 

The Civic Hall Manager presented a report to Members and provided an update 
on ticket sales for Christmas events to be hosted at the Civic Hall. 

 
The Civic Hall Manager was in the process of obtaining three quotes for window 

and stage curtains at the Civic Hall and would report back to Committee once these had been 
received.   

 
Members were informed that the Civic Hall was to take part in MacMillan world’s 

biggest Coffee Morning on 27th September 2019. 
 
Recommended that the report of the Civic Hall Manager be received. 

 
SA 36/19 Durham County Council: Planning Applications 

 
No planning applications had been received. 

 
SA 37/19 Durham County Council: Planning Decisions 

 
   Recommended that the decisions taken since the last meeting of the Committee 

be noted. 
 

SA 38/19 Hackworth Park: Discarded Needles and Drug Related Litter 
 
  Councillor S Townsend informed Members that various comments had been 
posted on social media regarding discarded needles and drug related items found in the 
Hackworth Park area and asked the Town Clerk to provide an update on this subject. 
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  The Town Clerk advised Members that 3 needles and been found within the park 
area over a 6-month period together with small amounts of drug related litter. It was further 
reported that discarded needles are logged by Direct Works staff when carrying out weekly 
checks and litter picks.   Members were reminded that if a member of the public discovered a 
discarded needle within the park area, they can telephone the Town Council and this would be 
removed immediately. 
 
  Recommended that the verbal report be noted.   
  
SA 39/19 CCTV Statistics Report: Hackworth Park, Shildon 
 
  The Town Clerk gave an overview of the operation of the CCTV system 
undertaken by Durham County Council through a service level agreement and provided a CCTV 
performance statistics Report for incidents reported in Quarter 1 of 2019/20 and from last 
financial year 2018/19. 
 
  Recommended that the report be noted. 
 

 SA 40/19 Active Shildon 
 
   The Town Clerk advised Members on the work of the Active Shildon Partnership 

which seeks to develop an innovative, place-based approach to tackling inactivity in 
economically disadvantaged communities. 

 
   Members were informed that the purpose of ‘Active Shildon’ was to help people 

who felt financially pressured to fit activity into their lives in a way that worked for them and 
enabled them to enjoy happier, healthier lives. 

 
   Recommended that: 
 

a. the report be noted. 
 

b. that the Town Clerk keep Members updated on the progress of the Active 
Shildon Partnership. 

    
 
  
 
  


